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The government has announced plans for a new 

return-to-work service that will allow GPs to refer 

any worker who has been off sick for more than 

four weeks for an occupational health assessment. 

Commenting on the service Tracey Harding 

UNISON Head of Health and Safety said , “we are 

in favour of a service that supports workers who 

are off sick for lengthy periods, and identifies and 

provides what they need to make a recovery and 

return to work. However we cannot support 

anything that forces sick workers back to work.” 

In the same month the Office for National Statistics 

released statistics showing a fall in sickness 

absence and making a folly of the myth that there 

is a “sickie culture” amongst British workers. 

Will the new return to work service 
make us better? 

This email has been sent to all branch health and safety officers and reps. If 
you are no longer a branch health and safety officer or rep, or to remove your 
name from our mailing list, please click here to let us know. 

 
Questions or comments? Email us at healthandsafety@unison.co.uk or call 

UNISON branches are being urged to get organised 

for 28 April, International Workers Memorial Day 

(IWMD) by ordering their IWMD posters and rib-

bons.   

They can also use the day to reinvigorate their cam-

paign for better health and safety by organising local 

events and raise workplace health and safety con-

cerns employers, members and non-members. 

Remember the dead: fight for the 
living: get organised for IWMD 

The e-bulletin for health and safety representatives in UNISON 

Other news 

Organising for health, safety and welfare in UNISON 

See UNISON’s latest health and safety publications including the new updated guides 

including the 2014 International Workers Memorial Day (IWMD) poster. 

Health and safety publications 

Training and resources 

Get the most up to date advice on health and safety issues by going to the UNISON Get 

help on health and safety. 

UNISON Get help on health and safety 

Dates for your diary 

Sign up to UNISON Facebook and Twitter accounts 

Keep up to date with all the latest UNISON health and safety news by signing up to UNISON’s  

facebook and twitter accounts. 

HAZARDS 29-31 August 2014, Keele University 

UNISON victory as government launches asbestos in school policy review 

Following extensive lobbying by the Joint  Union Asbestos Campaign (JUAC) and the As-
bestos in Schools Group, two groups in which UNISON play a central and leading role, the 
Department of Education has launched a policy review on the asbestos management in 
schools, after it was discovered that children are particularly vulnerable to the dangers of 
asbestos. As part of this review the government  is calling for evidence from those that are 
involved in the day to day management of asbestos in schools. UNISON is submitting its 
own national evidence but branches with experience and knowledge of the dangers of as-
bestos in schools are also urged to respond. 

However UNISON has attacked the government for missing an opportu-

nity when it was discovered that the £6m the government will be spending on survey of the condi-

tion of school buildings across England , will not address the dangers of asbestos. With more 

than  75% of UK schools still containing asbestos, Julie Winn, the chair of JUAC asked: "Why has 

asbestos been inexplicably excluded from this survey? We believe that it suggests that the govern-

ment is burying its head and does not want to know the true scale of the problem and how much it 

will cost to fix it". 

Remember the dead,  fight for the living. Tell us what your branch will be going to commemorate 

IWMD by emailing healthandsafety@unison.co.uk. 

UNISON is urging safety reps to register for HAZARDS 2014. Further details including how to reg-

ister and a programme of events can found  at  http://www.hazardscampaign.org.uk/

hazardsconference/bookingform2014.pdf . 

28 April 2014 International Workers Memorial Day (IWMD) 
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